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I Department’s Position: The Departmentof Health(DOH) supportsthepassageof Bill 28,CD2which

2 would createprotectionsfrom the involuntaryexposureto tobaccosmokeatall HonoluluCity and

3 Countypublic busstopsandclarifies the areafor which thesmokingprohibitionapplies.

4 Fiscal Implications: None

5 Purposeand Justification: This measureredefines“bus stop” andexpandstheprohibitionof smoking

6 in certainplacesto includeanybusstopandthe demarcationof 20 foot boundariesfrom the busstop

7 sign or shelterfootprint. It furtherremoveslanguagethat refersto anypropertyowned,controlled,or

8 leasedby stateor federalgovernmententities.

9 Involuntaryexposureto secondhandsmokeis unhealthyandpreventable.Research,cited in a

10 studypublishedin theJournaloftheAir andWasteManagementAssociation,confirms thataperson

11 sitting or standingnextto asmokeroutdoorscanbreathein smokethat is manytimesmorepollutedthan

12 normalbackgroundpollution levels. The 2006 US SurgeonGeneral’sReportfoundthatevenbrief

13 exposureto secondhandsmokemayhaveadverseeffectson theheartandrespiratorysystemsand

14 increasethe severityof asthmaattacks,especiallyin children.
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1 Increasingly,acrossthe country,municipalitiesareacting to protectthe healthandwell-beingof

2 its citizensby creatingsmoke-freeenvironments.The City andCountyof Honoluluhasrecentlytaken

3 bold andsignificantaction regardingbeaches,parks,andrecreationareas. However,mostof the 4,000

4 busstopson Oahuremainunprotected.Ridershipon Oahuis estimatedat over236,000trips eachday,

5 of which 90% of the commutersareemployedor studentswho rely on the busas aprimary modeof

6 transportation.They areoftensubjectedto the toxic chemicalsthatdrift from a waiting passenger’s

7 cigarette. Giventhe needto signalan approachingbusby standingnearor nextto signagedemarcating

8 the stop,ridersmustoftenstaywithin closeproximity to anysmokers.Thesecircumstancesprovidefor

9 potentiallyhazardousconditionsfor vulnerableindividualssuchas thosewith chronicdisease,the

10 elderly,or children. Additionally, busstopsareconsidereda workplacefor Oahu’s1,184busoperators.

11 The positiveimpactof creatingsmoke-freebusstopswould be far reachingasHonolulubus

12 ridershippercapitais #4 in the nationbehindNewYork, Chicago,andSanFrancisco.The DOH

13 supportsthis effort which ensuressmoke-freeareasto protectOahu’sresidentsandtouristsandcreatesa

14 cleaner,healthier,andsafertransit system.

15 Thankyoufor theopportunityto testify.


